THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
Hegel to the foreign world, especially to the
Russians, who are so fond of quoting him. For
centuries we have had experience of dictatorships
in Germany, since many of our most incompetent
princes were dictators; and not so very long ago
Bismarck was dictator for eight-and-twenty years.
What happened when he fell from power without
having trained any successor? A huge rock had
been dislodged, and where it had stood the
worms came to light.'1
"Nevertheless it was he who made Germany
great," said Mussolini, adding with a smile, "I
think I am quoting your own book!"
"Still," I said, "what makes us uneasy in face
of uncontrolled power is the dread of what will
happen when the man of power passes away.
Do you know what Bunsen said of Bismarck?
That he had made Germany great and the
Germans small."
"Perhaps."
"Is dictatorship an Italian specific?" I went on.
Apparently I could not shake him from his
mood of combative repose.
"Maybe. Italy has always been a country of
outstanding individuals. Here in Rome, venerable
Rome, there have been more than seventy dictator-
ships,"
"What a pity that man is mortal!" cried I.
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